
Friends of Vernon Marsh (FOVM) and DNR’s Wildlife Program team up to improve habitat.
The friends of Vernon Marsh and the DNR’s Wildlife Management program have teamed up to improve wildlife habitat in Waukesha County.  The FOVM donated $3,000 towards a 6x6 ATV and water pumping unit to be used for controlled burning on Vernon Marsh and other DNR lands.  The DNR annually burns hundreds of acres of grassland, savanna, and marsh in order to control invasive species and improve wildlife habitat.
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In addition to the ATV donation, the FOVM also contributed $5,000 towards the purchase of native prairie grass and wildflower seed.  The seed included big and little bluestem, indian grass, coneflowers, blazingstar, and native sunflowers.  This seed was used by the DNR to restore degraded brush lands and marginal farmland back to diverse prairie grassland and savanna within the Vernon Wildlife Area.  Native grasslands and savanna provide habitat for a variety of priority conservation species in SE Wisconsin including grasshopper sparrows, dickcissels, bobolinks, red headed woodpeckers, and meadowlarks.
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Vernon Wildlife Area http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/WildlifeAreas/vernon.html is a 4,655 acre property (4,154 acres owned and 501 acres leased) owned by the WI DNR located just north of Mukwonago in eastern Waukesha County.  The property consists of mostly wetlands and flowages with the Fox River snaking through.  Adjoining uplands consist of grasslands and some woodlots.  A calcareous fen is also present on the south side.  It offers excellent wildlife habitat, especially for migrating and nesting waterfowl.  Vernon Wildlife Area is open to public fishing, hunting, hiking, birdwatching, and other outdoor recreation.
Friends of Vernon Marsh, formed in 2008, works to restore native plant and wildlife communities and enhance the quality of the outdoor experiences enjoyed by visitors to Vernon Marsh.  Equally important, Friends of Vernon Marsh helps educate the public on the important role that Vernon Marsh plays in the protection, cleansing and recharge of water resources, and the preservation of wildlife and open spaces.  To join or for more information, see: http://www.friendsofvernonmarsh.org/ 
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